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This Office Action is in response to the response filed on November 16, 2006. 

Claims 1-15 and 28-30 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention. Election was made without 
traverse in the replies filed on January 14, 2005, and April 25, 2005. 

Claims 16-18, 20, 22, 23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent 6,291 ,872 to Wang et al. (Wang). 

As to independent claim 16, Wang discloses an integrated circuit (see the entire 
patent, including the Figs. 1A-1B disclosure, for example) comprising: conductor layers 
arranged substantially parallel to an x-y plane of the integrated circuit; insulating layers 
disposed between the conductor layers; and an inductor formed within the conductor 
layers and the insulating layers and having magnetic flux lines through the conductor 
layers substantially parallel to the x-y plane of the integrated circuit upon operation of 
the integrated circuit, having first and second opposite ends, and having a substantially 
straight length between the first and second opposite ends. 

Claim 16 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang. 

As to dependent claim 17, Wang's inductor has a substantially coil-shaped 
configuration. 

Claim 17 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang 
As to dependent claim 18, Wang's inductor includes (see the Figs. 2A-2B 
embodiment) a first segment 201; and a second segment 205 (or 207) electrically 
connected to, proximate to and spaced apart from the first segment. 

Claim 18 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang. 
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As to dependent claim 20, the first segment 201 of Wang's Figs. 2A-2B inductor 
has a magnetic flux field in a predetermined orientation upon operation of the integrated 
circuit; and the second segment 205 (or 207) of the inductor has a magnetic flux field in 
the predetermined orientation upon operation of the integrated circuit. 

Claim 20 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang. 

As to dependent claim 22, Wang's integrated circuit further comprises an 
electrical conductor 206 disposed in only one of the conductor layers and electrically 
connecting the first segment 201 and the second segment 205. 

Claim 22 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang. 

As to dependent claim 23, Wang's integrated circuit further comprises a plurality 
of segments 201/205/207 of the inductor; and a plurality of electrical connectors 
206/208 electrically connecting the segments. 

Claim 23 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang. 

As to dependent claim 27, Wang's Figs. 1A-1B inductor has a substantially 
rectangular cross-section; the inductor includes horizontal legs 105 and vertical legs 
104; the horizontal legs are disposed within the conductor layers; and the vertical legs 
are disposed within the conductor layers and the insulating layers 103. 

Claim 27 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang. 

Claims 19, 21 and 24-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable over the prior art of record if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 
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The prior art of record does not disclose or suggest the allowable integrated 
circuit as a whole, including the inductor. 

The applicant's arguments are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Registered practitioners can telephone the examiner at (571) 272-1843. Any 
voicemail message left for the examiner must include the name and registration number 
of the registered practitioner calling, and the Application/Control (Serial) Number. 
Technology Center 2800's general telephone number is (571 ) 272-2800. 




